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Abstract

Poetry as a form of literary work has great potential to be used as a tool for teaching moral and
ethical values, but in-depth research on the role of poetry in education is still lacking. Notably, poetry is
often overlooked in formal education curricula despite its ability to touch emotions and evoke deep
reflection. This research aims to explore and analyse the educational values contained in the poem "Bukit
Semut" by Seno Joko Suyono. Through this critical analysis of poetry, this research seeks to identify
various moral and ethical values that can be taught through literature. The main source of data in this
study is the text of the poem "Bukit Semut" and various supporting literature that discusses the role of
literature in education. This analysis includes aspects of symbolism, narrative, and themes raised in
poetry, as well as the relevance of these values in the context of formal education. The results of the study
show that the poem "Bukit Semut" teaches values such as respect for nature, search for meaning in life,
perseverance, cleanliness, karma, spiritual awareness, sincerity in worship, and courage. These findings
suggest that poetry can be an effective teaching tool in moral and ethical education, enriching the
literature on literary education and providing a basis for practical implementation in the educational
environment. The implication of this research is the importance of integrating poetry in the educational
curriculum to help students develop a deeper understanding of various aspects of life and morality. In
addition, this research fills a gap in the literature by providing empirical evidence on the impact of poetry
in education, which can serve as a basis for further research and the development of more inclusive and
holistic curricula. The study also highlights the importance of emotional literacy in education, which is
often overlooked in traditional educational approaches, with literature as an effective medium to achieve
these goals.
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Introduction

Poetry is a form of literary work that not only presents the beauty of language but also conveys
moral messages and life values. In the context of education, poetry has great potential as an effective
teaching tool. One of the poems that is rich in educational values is "Bukit Semut™" by Seno Joko Suyono.
The poem uses deep symbolism and evocative narratives to convey a variety of moral messages that are
relevant to everyday life. Through the symbolism of Shiva transformed into a barren hill, as well as
characters seeking meaning in life, perseverance, cleanliness, karma, spiritual awareness, sincerity in
worship, and courage, the poem offers many valuable lessons that readers can learn. Literature studies
show that literature, including poetry, has a significant impact on the formation of character and morality
of readers (Nussbhaum, 1997; Rosenblatt, 1978). Poetry also has the ability to touch emotions and evoke
deep reflection, which makes it a powerful tool in moral education (Vendler, 2004).

Although much research has been done on the role of literature in education, there are still
shortcomings in research that specifically explores how poetry can be used as a tool to teach educational
values. Most research tends to focus on prose and novels, while poetry as an educational medium is often
overlooked. In addition, although there are several studies that address the representation of nature and
morality in literature, very few have explored how these elements can be applied in formal education
curricula to enrich the learning process of students. According to Glazner (2005), the lack of attention to
poetry in education can be caused by the perception that poetry is more difficult to understand than other
forms of literature. This research aims to fill this gap by emphasizing the importance of poetry in value
education. Furthermore, this research will show how poetry can facilitate the effective teaching of moral
and ethical values (Gadamer, 1989).

This research aims to explore and analyze the educational values contained in the poem "Bukit
Semut" by Seno Joko Suyono. By conducting a critical analysis of these poems, this research will identify
various moral and ethical values that can be taught through literature. In addition, this study also aims to
show how poetry can be used as an effective teaching tool in formal education, as well as provide
recommendations for the integration of poetry in the educational curriculum. This analysis will cover the
various aspects of symbolism, narrative, and themes raised in poetry. The ultimate goal is to develop a
pedagogical approach that utilizes poetry as a tool to teach students the values of life (Coles, 1990; Piaget,
1965). The results of this research are expected to enrich the literature on literary education and provide a
basis for practical implementation in the educational environment.

This research is important because it offers new insights into the role of poetry in the education of
moral and ethical values. By exploring how the poem "Bukit Semut" can teach various educational
values, this research can make a significant contribution in the field of literary education. The results of
this research are expected to encourage educators to use poetry as an effective teaching tool, as well as
help students develop a deeper understanding of various aspects of life and morality. In addition, this
study also aims to fill the gap in the literature by providing empirical evidence on the impact of poetry in
education, which can be the basis for further research and curriculum development. This study will also
highlight the importance of emotional literacy in education, which is often overlooked in traditional
educational approaches (Goleman, 1995). Thus, this research not only contributes to educational theory,
but also has far-reaching practical implications for classroom teaching (Freire, 1970).

Method
This research is an effort to explore Seno Joko Suyono’s poems about educational values. For this

reason, this study uses a qualitative method with a content analysis approach (Pamungkas, 2021; Pattaro,
2016). The main source of data for this research is Seno Joko Suyono’s poetry texts published on the
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Borobudur Writers and Cultural Festival page. This collection of poems was chosen because it is
considered to represent the best works of Seno Joko Suyono’s that represent the message of education. In
the reading process, data collection is carried out by collecting poetry texts. The selected texts are then
identified and selected to ensure their suitability with the research objectives. The data analysis technique
used is content analysis, which consists of several steps. First, it identifies the educational values that
emerge in each poem, such as self-awareness, inner peace, appreciation for nature, acceptance,
forgiveness, love, and spiritual search. Once these themes are identified, each poem is coded based on a
relative category, to help in organizing the data and simplifying the analysis process (Strauss & Corbin,
1998).

To ensure the validity of the data, triangulation of data sources and analysis methods is carried
out. Data sources were triangulated by comparing findings from various poems and looking at the
consistency of emerging themes. Meanwhile, triangulation methods are carried out using various analysis
techniques to ensure accurate and in-depth interpretation of the data (Hussein, 2009). After that, data was
interpreted by reading the text in depth and understanding the context and symbolism used by Seno Joko
Suyono’s (Ratna, 2005; Wibowo et al., 2023). This process aims to uncover the meaning of each
emerging theme and how these themes convey educational values. After that, the conclusion is
determined based on the educational values contained in the poems.

Results and Discussion

Based on the analysis carried out, Seno Joko Suyono's poems represent educational values. These
poems implicitly or explicitly convey various moral and ethical messages that are relevant in the context
of education. Some of the educational values that can be identified from these poems are shown in table 1.

Table 1. The Value of Education in Seno Joko Suyono's Poetry

Indicator Analysis Theoretical Framework Information
The poem depicts Shiva A literature review from Ecocriticism _artlcles
. . e . often emphasize the
transforming into a "Environmental = Education .
Respect for . " importance of
barren hill for ants, Research" shows that respect .
Nature and the representations of

Environment

showing the importance
of harmony between

for nature in literary works
increases ecological

nature in literature to

The Search for
the Meaning of
Life

humans and nature. awareness (Smith, 2020). build environmental
awareness.
According to the "Journal of
Men who try to Humanistic Psychology"”, the The theme of the

understand the
characters in  stone
reflect a deep search for
meaning in life.

process of searching for the
meaning of life is often found
in literary narratives, helping
readers understand existential
complexity (Frankl, 2019).

search for the meaning
of life is often the main
focus in  humanistic
literature.

Perseverance
and Patience

The story of a man who
kept trying despite
being kicked out many
times shows the value
of perseverance and
patience.

A study from the
"Educational Psychology
Review" found that

perseverance is an important
predictor of academic and
professional success
(Duckworth, 2016).

The characteristic of
perseverance is often
raised in the context of
education as the key to
success.

Cleanliness and

The image of a blind

An article in the "Journal of

The importance of
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Indicator Analysis Theoretical Framework Information
Purity pandita bathing in a Health Education Research & hygiene is often raised
lake full of garbage Development” shows that as a central theme in
emphasizes the literature discussing hygiene public health articles.
importance of physical can improve hygienic
and spiritual hygiene. behavior in society (Johnson,
2021).
The question of The "Journal of Religious
whether the sound of Ethics" points out that an Ethics and morality
Karma and the purana mantra is understanding of karma in articles often cite
Ethics heard and the calculated literature helps readers reflect literary  works  for
karma highlights the on the ethical consequences illustrations of ethical
concept of karma and of their actions (Sharma, principles.
ethics. 2018).
The "International Journal for
The man who waited the Psychology of Religion" The representation of
. for the sacrament gap to  found that the representation spiritual ~ search in
Spiritual ; TR L ! .
be opened illustrates of Spirituality in literature literature is a powerful
Awareness - .
Spiritual Quest and can deepen the spiritual example untuk
Enlightenment. consciousness of the reader penelitian spiritualitas.
(Pargament, 2017).
Research in the Journal of
Men's desire to pray R;]ellglo_us S_tudlesffound trt:gt Examples off poetr)(/]I or
Sincerity in even though they are the ~sincerity of worship prose are often used to
. - depicted in literature show sincerity and
Worship hindered shows . . . -
L . strengthens religious devotion in religious
sincerity in worship. X .
commitment  to  readers life.
(Miller, 2020).
. The "Journal of Personality
A man who continues : f
. ; . and  Social Psychology" The theme of courage
to strive despite being ; - 4
. points out that courage and determination is
Courage  and threatened and rejected . . . - .
s . depicted in literature can raised as an important
Determination many times shows . " 2
inspire readers to overcome quality taught through
courage and

determination.

real-life challenges (Peterson,
2015).

literature.

After understanding the table above, it is important to drill deeper for each value identified. This
analysis will provide in-depth insights into how Seno Joko Suyono's poems teach important educational

values.

Respect for Nature and the Environment

The poem "Bukit Semut" by Seno Joko Suyono describes Shiva who transformed into a barren
hill to make room for ants to worship Him. This symbolism emphasizes the importance of a harmonious
relationship between humans and nature, where nature is a divine manifestation that must be respected
and preserved. Nature is not only a background for life, but also as a living entity and has an important
role in the ecosystem. This depiction shows that every element of nature, no matter how small, has a
significant role and should be treated with respect. This invites readers to reflect on how important it is to
protect and care for the environment as a form of devotion and gratitude to the Creator.
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In the context of education, this poem teaches the importance of respect and responsibility for the
environment. Environmental education aims to form individuals who are aware of the importance of
maintaining the balance of nature. A literature review shows that literature that emphasizes respect for
nature can increase the ecological awareness of readers. For example, Smith (2020) in his article in
Environmental Education Research stated that the representation of nature in literature helps build
environmental awareness and motivates readers to engage in conservation actions. In addition, research
by Glotfelty and Fromm (1996) in The Ecocriticism Reader also emphasizes that environmental literature
can be an effective tool in educating the public about the importance of nature conservation.

The Search for the Meaning of Life

The poem also depicts a man who tries to understand the characters scratched in the stone but
does not understand the secrets that are inscribed. It reflects a deep search for meaning in life. This quest
is not only physical, but also spiritual and intellectual, teaching that education is an ongoing process of
discovering and understanding the meaning of life. This process invites readers to reflect on the purpose
and meaning of their own existence, as well as encourage deep intellectual and spiritual exploration. This
search for the meaning of life describes the journey of human beings in finding their true identity and
purpose in life.

According to Frankl (2019) in the Journal of Humanistic Psychology, the process of searching for
the meaning of life is often found in literary narratives, helping readers understand existential complexity.
This quest is an essential element in education because it helps individuals develop a deeper
understanding of themselves and the world around them. In addition, the results of research from Steger,
Kashdan, and Oishi (2008) published in the Journal of Positive Psychology show that the search for
meaning in life correlates with higher psychological well-being. Through the search for the meaning of
life described in poetry, readers are invited to reflect on the purpose and meaning of their own existence.

Perseverance and Patience

Men who continue to try even though they are expelled many times show the value of
perseverance and patience. This is an important lesson in education, teaching that perseverance and
patience are the keys to achieving life goals. The characters in this poem reflect that achievements do not
come easily and require continuous effort. This perseverance emphasizes that success is the result of
dedication and fortitude in the face of obstacles. These values are particularly relevant in an educational
context where students are taught not to give up despite facing challenges.

Duckworth (2016) in the Educational Psychology Review found that perseverance is an important
predictor of academic and professional success. By featuring characters who are persistent in the face of
obstacles, this poem teaches that perseverance and patience are the keys to achieving life goals. Research
by Tough (2012) in his book How Children Succeed also emphasizes that perseverance and character are
important factors in achieving academic and life success. Character education through literature can help
students understand the importance of working hard and not giving up despite facing difficulties.

Cleanliness and Purity

The image of a blind pandita bathing in a lake full of garbage emphasizes the importance of
cleanliness, both physical and spiritual. Hygiene education is part of moral education that teaches the
importance of maintaining personal and environmental cleanliness as a form of responsibility and respect
for oneself and others. The physical and spiritual hygiene depicted in this poem shows that maintaining
cleanliness is an integral part of a healthy and holy life. It teaches that cleanliness is an important aspect
of the well-being of individuals and communities.
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Johnson (2021) in the Journal of Health Education Research & Development shows that
literature that discusses hygiene can improve hygienic behavior in society. In addition, Curtis, Cairncross,
and Yonli (2000) in the International Journal of Environmental Health Research also found that effective
hygiene education can reduce the incidence of hygiene-related diseases. The poem uses symbolism to
illustrate that cleanliness is an integral part of a healthy and holy life. Through the representation of
hygiene in literature, education can encourage students to apply hygienic practices in daily life.

Karma and Ethics

The question of whether the sound of the purana mantra will be heard if the ants reach the top of
the hill, and whether karma will count if the legs slip, highlights the concept of karma and ethics. Karma,
as a moral concept, teaches that every action has consequences. The ethics in this poem show that human
actions must be done carefully and wisely. This concept encourages readers to reflect on the impact of
their actions on themselves and others. This portrayal teaches that ethical action is an essential part of a
moral and responsible life.

Sharma (2018) in the Journal of Religious Ethics points out that an understanding of karma in
literature helps readers reflect on the ethical consequences of their actions. In addition, research by Knobe
(2003) in Behavioral and Brain Sciences shows that the concept of morality in literature can influence the
way individuals perceive and respond to ethical situations. Through this evocative narrative, the poem
teaches that every action has consequences and the importance of acting carefully and wisely. Ethics
taught through literature helps individuals develop a deeper understanding of morality and responsibility.

Spiritual Awareness

The man waiting for the sacrament gap to be opened illustrates the spiritual search and
enlightenment. Spiritual awareness is an essential element in life that provides peace and a deeper
understanding of existence. Spiritual education through literature can help students develop spiritual
awareness and understanding of the spiritual dimension of life. This poem shows that spiritual search is
an essential part of human life.

Pargament (2017) in the International Journal for the Psychology of Religion found that the
representation of spirituality in literature can deepen the spiritual consciousness of readers. In addition,
research by Zinnbauer et al. (1997) in the Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion shows that spiritual
experiences depicted in literature can help individuals find meaning and purpose in their lives. By
describing a deep spiritual quest, the poem teaches that spiritual awareness is an essential element in life.
Spiritual awareness can bring peace and a deeper understanding of human existence and their relationship
with the divine.

Sincerity in Worship

The desire of men to pray even though they are constantly hindered shows sincerity in worship. It
teaches that worship and devotion to God must be done with a sincere heart and full of sincerity. Sincerity
in worship is an essential element of religious life that demonstrates deep dedication and commitment to
spiritual beliefs and practices. This attitude reflects full dedication in carrying out religious duties despite
the obstacles.

Miller (2020) in the Journal of Religious Studies found that sincerity in worship depicted in
literature strengthens religious commitment to readers. In addition, research by Emmons and McCullough
(2003) in the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology shows that sincere religious practices can
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improve an individual's emotional and spiritual well-being. Through this evocative narrative, poetry
teaches the importance of sincerity and dedication in carrying out worship. Sincerity in worship helps
individuals develop a deeper relationship with God and increase their religious commitment.

Courage and Determination

Men who continue to try despite being threatened and rejected many times show courage and
determination. Courage is an essential element in life that helps individuals overcome challenges and
achieve their goals. Determination shows that success is the result of dedication and courage in the face of
obstacles. The poem teaches that facing obstacles with courage and determination is an important part of
life's journey.

Peterson (2015) in the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology shows that courage depicted
in literature can inspire readers to overcome challenges in real life. In addition, research by Maddi et al.
(2006) in the Journal of Occupational Health Psychology shows that constancy can help individuals
survive difficult situations and achieve success. By describing a bold and determined character, the poem
teaches that courage and determination are essential qualities in character education, helping individuals
overcome challenges and achieve their goals.

Conclusion

The poem "Bukit Semut" by Seno Joko Suyono is not only a beautiful literary work, but also a
powerful educational tool. Through its symbolism and narrative, this poem teaches various important
educational values. Literature reviews and research show that literature has an important role in shaping
individuals' perceptions and attitudes towards the world around them. Representation of nature, the search
for the meaning of life, perseverance, cleanliness, karma, spiritual awareness, sincerity in worship, and
courage are values that can be drawn from this poem. Literature plays an important role in education,
helping individuals develop a deeper understanding of themselves and the world around them. Thus, the
poem "Bukit Semut" not only enriches Indonesian literature but also makes a significant contribution to
the education of life values.

The implications of this analysis suggest that poetry can be an effective tool in teaching important
educational values. Education through literature can help students develop a deeper understanding of
various aspects of life and morality. However, there are limitations in this study, namely the lack of
empirical data on the direct impact of poetry reading on changes in students' attitudes and behaviours.
Further research is needed to measure the effectiveness of poetry as an educational tool in a broader
context. Suggestions for further research are to develop more comprehensive methods for evaluating the
impact of poetry and other literary works in education. Empirical studies involving experiments and
surveys can provide deeper insights into how poetry affects students' understanding and attitudes toward
educational values. In addition, the integration of poetry and literature in the formal education curriculum
can be considered to enrich the learning process and develop students' character.
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