
Comparative Study of Post-Marriage Nationality Of  Women in Legal Systems of Different Countries 

 

Practicing Environmental Communication: 
Lessons Learned from a Unique Community in Indonesia 

284 

 

 

International Journal of Multicultural 
and Multireligious Understanding 

http://ijmmu.com 

editor@ijmmu.com 

ISSN  2364-5369 

Volume 10, Issue 9 

September, 2023 

Pages: 284-289 

 

Practicing Environmental Communication: 

Lessons Learned from a Unique Community in Indonesia 

Eka Nada Shofa Alkhajar; Agusniar Rizka Luthfia; Agus Sofyan 

Universitas Sebelas Maret, Surakarta, Indonesia 

http://dx.doi.org/10.18415/ijmmu.v10i9.5162 

                                                                                                  

 

Abstract  

The environment is essential to human life. People need to protect the environment, as it plays a 

vital role in our daily lives. One of the ways to protect the environment is through environmental 

communication. Using Robert Cox’s (2010) perspective, this study aims to examine the role of a 

community of haunted place explorers in practicing environmental communication. This research uses a 

qualitative research method. The data were collected using interviews, observation, and documentation. 

The study results show that the Semarangker Community has performed two functions of environmental 

communication, i.e., (1) pragmatic and (2) constitutive. They do it as a proof of their concern about the 

environment and contribution to protecting nature. 
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1. Introduction 

 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are the blueprint to achieve a better and more 

sustainable future for all. All nations are urged to take action by implementing SGDs in order to advance 

prosperity while preserving the environment. One of the important agendas of the SDGs is related to 

climate issues (Dulari et al., 2014; Streimikiene & Mikalauskiene, 2021). All nations are invited to take 

the necessary actions to combat climate change and its impacts. Climate change is a real problem that 

threatens everyone on the planet. One way to address climate change is by protecting nature and the 

environment. In order to do so, all parties must work together at the local, national, and international 

levels (Alkhajar & Luthfia, 2018; Streimikiene & Mikalauskiene, 2021; Luthfia & Alkhajar, 2021). 

Amidst such condition, there is a unique community called Semarangker Community. The main 

interest of this community is to conduct explorations in places that are considered haunted, scary, and full 

of myths. Intriguingly, this community also has a concern for nature and environmental protection. They 

even carry out what is known as environmental communication. They do their actions voluntarily without 

any financial support from other parties. They mainly contribute to protecting nature and the environment 

around their local area of Semarang, Central Java. They consider their effort as a modest thing because 

they just want to bring benefit to their environment.  

http://ijmmu.com/
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Their activities make real impacts to the environment and contribute to the mission of making the 

planet a better place. Civil societies, including local communities, play an urgent role to fight climate 

change (Luthfia & Alkhajar, 2018; Streimikiene & Mikalauskiene, 2021; NDC, 2021). Using Cox’s 

perspective (2010a), this study aims to examine the role of a community of haunted place explorers in 

doing environmental communication. 

 

2. Research Method 
 

The Semarangker Community was selected purposively as the case of this study. This study used 

a descriptive qualitative approach. The data were gathered by observation, interviews, and literature 

reviews. For the interview, five capable informants were specifically selected. To complete and enrich the 

data, observation and literature studies were performed. An interactive model was used for the data 

analysis. The data analysis process included data gathering, data reduction, data display, conclusion 

drawing, and verification. The outcomes were then explained in narrative form. 

 

3. Results and Discussion 
 

3.1.  A Glimpse into the History of a Community 

 

Semarangker Community was founded on March 13, 2007. Due to their first five members, the 

community was initially called Pandawa Lima (inspired by the five brothers from the Mahabharata story) 

or Voltus V. For five years, from 2007 to 2012, this community did not recruit any new members. It was 

only in 2012 that they started to accept new members. The recruitment of new members is fairly strict 

because they only allow those who are serious to join the community. The current number of their 

membership has reached hundreds of people. The members today do not only come from Semarang and 

its surroundings, but also from various areas such as Surakarta, Surabaya, and Jakarta.  

The Semarangker Community has six divisions, namely social and nature division, equipment 

division, women’s division, animal safety and protection division, exploration and survey division, and 

arts and creative division. Various social actions and campaigns for the preservation of nature and the 

environment are carried out particularly by the social and nature division. These activities include 

planting mangroves, casuarinas, and trees in various locations. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. The Logo of the Semarangker Community 

Source: Semarangker Community Archive 

According to Cox, environmental communication is a term that refers to pragmatic and 

constitutive means to convey our understanding regarding the environment and our relationships to 

nature; it is a symbolic medium that we use in constructing environmental problems and negotiating 

society’s different responses to them (2010a, p. 20). According to this definition, the two functions of 

environmental communication that have been done by the Semarangker Community can be explained as 

follows. 
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3.2.  Pragmatic 

 

Environmental communication, as stated by Cox, is pragmatic. “It educates, alerts, persuades, 

mobilizes, and helps people solve environmental problems. It is an instrumental sense of communication 

that probably occurs to us initially: the work of communication-in-action” (2010a, p. 20). The 

Semarangker Community carried out various actions to protect nature and the environment such as waste 

cleaning action, planting trees for reforestation, campaigning for 1001 tree planting, planting casuarinas, 

and planting mangroves (Cf. Luthfia & Alkhajar, 2018; Luthfia et al., 2020). 

Planting mangroves is one of their routine activities. According to them, the existing coastal areas 

and mangrove forests need to be constantly rehabilitated and restored. These efforts are made to ensure 

that the functions of the mangroves are optimal. The first mangrove planting was carried out in 2015. To 

date, they have done this program six times in various locations around Semarang and Kendal. For 

planting the mangroves, they usually get supports from various communities and mangrove activists.  

A total of about 43,000 mangroves have been planted by Semarangker Community. They also 

manage to get mangrove seeds for free. As a community that cares about nature and the environment, 

Semarangker always emphasizes the importance of working together, synergizing, and collaborating with 

various parties, especially mangrove communities. 

From their activities, the Semarangker Community has performed the pragmatic function of 

environmental communication to some extent. For example, through the mangrove planting activity, they 

invite and educate their own members, youth, school students, and the community in general, to protect 

nature and the environment. They also use various social media (Facebook, Blog, WhatsApp Group, 

Instagram, YouTube, and Twitter) to disseminate information related to their activities, including the ones 

to protect nature and the environment (Luthfia & Alkhajar, 2018). Such information often makes people 

curious to participate. They also disseminate the benefits and importance of mangroves for nature and the 

environment (Alongi, 2008; Buncag, 2021). 

They hope that the mangroves they plant will eventually grow and develop into mangrove forests. 

The existence of mangrove forests itself has been known to possess many benefits, including preventing 

erosion and coastal abrasion, protecting coastal ecosystems, preventing sea water intrusion, balancing and 

stabilizing environmental quality, neutralizing pollutants or chemicals such as detergents and oil, 

absorbing carbon dioxide (CO2), and producing oxygen (O2). In addition, mangrove forests also serve as 

habitats and shelters for various kinds of living creatures, both land animals such as monkeys and birds, 

as well as marine animals such as fish, shrimp, jellyfish, snails, and crabs. 
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Figure 2. Mangrove Plantation 

Source: Semarangker Community Archive 

3.3.  Constitutive 

 

Environmental communication is also constitutive. According to Cox, “on a subtler level, 

environmental communication also helps to constitute, or compose, representations of nature and 

environmental problems themselves as subjects for our understanding” (2010a, p. 21). The Semarangker 

Community admits that they have never sent press releases to the media. This is, of course, unfortunate 

because actions to protect nature and the environment are positive and beneficial messages. It would be 

great if such messages are disseminated through various media, i.e., print, electronic, and online media. 

The main purpose of disseminating such messages is to provide an understanding related to the 

importance of nature and the environment, including the various existing environmental problems 

(Agyeman, 2007; Catenaccio, 2008; Nisbet, 2009). 

However, Semarangker Community acknowledges that they tend to avoid making press releases 

or the likes because they like to keep things simple and do not expect to be famous for what they do. As 

long as what they do brings benefits and does not interfere with others, they are quite content and grateful. 

Nevertheless, they still provide positive, inspirational and educative statements and messages when they 

are interviewed or get coverage from various media related to the various activities they do to protect 

nature and the environment, such as the mangrove planting activity in various locations (Cf. Cox, 2010a, 

2010b). 

They also provide an understanding that there are many environmental problems such as coastal 

abrasion and climate change. Therefore, they inspire people to act and contribute to the protection of 

nature and the environment. In this context, to some extent, Semarangker Community has performed the 

constitutive function of environmental communication. 

3.4.  Some Lessons Learned from the Semarangker Community 

 

As a community of haunted place explorers and voluntary social movement activists who have 

concern about nature, environment, and climate change, Semarangker Community has taught several 

lessons to the society. First, they do not rely on local government support or financial assistance from any 

parties to carry out various actions to protect nature and the environment. They keep on fighting to make 

their ideals about nature, the environment, and climate change come true. Second, they never ask for 

funds or do fundraising because they think it is risky and has the potential to lead to negative things. 

Therefore, they prefer to do self-financing or self-funding. They all collect the money voluntarily for 

logistical needs such as buying food and beverages. 

Semarangker Community also humbly recognizes the limitations that they have. However, their 

limitations do not dampen their enthusiasm to act on their concern for nature and the environment. This 

research showed that there are still many communities that have environmental awareness and take 
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various actions to protect nature and the environment according to their capacities and resources. This is 

indeed good news for all. We must continue to contribute to and collaborate for the protection of nature 

and the environment, which also means the protection of our own planet. 

 

Conclusion  
 

The findings of this research showed that the Semarangker Community has carried out the two 

main functions of environmental communication, namely the pragmatic and constitutive functions. The 

community conducts various activities related to environmental issues, especially under the coordination 

of their social and natural division. What they do is a proof of their concern and contribution to the 

protection of nature and the environment. The findings also showed that there are still some actions that 

can be taken to promote the educational values and sincerity of their action to a wider audience.  

In other words, communication and dissemination of messages related to environmental care is an 

important aspect that needs to be maximized in the future. Such information dissemination is expected to 

inspire more parties to be aware and take concrete actions to preserve nature and the environment. We 

must always remember that we only have one earth to live on. Therefore, protecting nature and the 

environment is everyone’s responsibility. Protecting the nature and environment also means protecting 

our earth for our own sake.  

 

Acknowledgments 

 The authors would like to thank the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology of 

the Republic of Indonesia for funding this research. We would also like to thank all informants who 

provided valuable information during the data collection. In addition, we are particularly grateful to Mr. 

Pamuji Yuono Pamerado as the Semarangker Community chief and Mrs. Io Edelweis as the Semarangker 

Community’s social and nature division head for their precious help during the field research.  

 

References 

Agyeman, J. (2007). Communicating “just sustainability.” Environmental Communication, 1(2), 119-122. 

Alkhajar, E. N. S., & Luthfia, A. R. (2018). The yard optimization as an adaptation strategy in combating 

climate change: A case study in Pendulan hamlet, Sleman, Indonesia. IOP Conference Series: Earth 

and Environmental Science, 200, 012032. 

Alkhajar, E. N. S., & Luthfia, A. R. (2021). Communicating climate change policy to people in rural area. 

IOP Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science, 824, 012114. 

Alongi, D. M. (2008). Mangrove forests: Resilience, protection from tsunamis, and responses to global 

climate change. Estuarine, Coastal and Shelf Science, 76(1), 1-13. 

Buncag, M. J. J. (2021). Community-based mangrove forest management sustainability: The case of some 

Asian countries. International Journal of Science and Research, 10(4), 918-926. 

Catenaccio, P. (2008). Press releases as a hybrid genre: Addressing the informative/promotional 

conundrum. Pragmatics, 18(1), 9-31 

Cox, R. (2010a). Environmental communication and the public sphere. London: Sage Publications. 



International Journal of Multicultural and Multireligious Understanding (IJMMU) Vol. 10, No. 9, September  2023 

 

Practicing Environmental Communication: 
Lessons Learned from a Unique Community in Indonesia 

289 

 

Cox, J. R. (2010b). Beyond frames: Recovering the strategic in climate communication. Environmental 

Communication, 4(1), 122-133. 

Dulari P, Bhushan, B., Chandel, V. C., & Bhushan, A. (2014). Protecting environment through 

sustainable development goals (SDG). World Journal Environmental Biosciences, 9(4), 21-28. 

Luthfia, A. R., & Alkhajar, E. N. S. (2018). Strengthening public awareness on climate change:  Lesson 

learned from a youth social movement in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. IOP Conference Series: Earth and 

Environmental Science, 200, 012033. 

Luthfia, A. R., & Alkhajar, E. N. S. (2021). Reflections on climate change policy implementation. IOP 

Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science, 824, 012100. 

Luthfia, A. R., Sudarwanto, A. S., & Alkhajar, E. N. S. (2020). The dynamic of the incineration waste-to-

energy power plant policy in Indonesia AIP Conference Proceedings, 2217, 030172. 

NDC (2021). Indonesia’s updated nationally determined contribution (NDC). Jakarta: Republic of 

Indonesia. 

Nisbet, M. C. (2009). Communicating climate change: Why frames matter for public engagement. 

Environment: Science and Policy for Sustainable Development, 51(2), 12-23. 

Streimikiene, D., & Mikalauskiene, A. (2021). Climate change and sustainable development: Mitigation 

and adaptation. London: CRC Press. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyrights 

 

Copyright for this article is retained by the author(s), with first publication rights granted to the journal. 

 

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons 

Attribution license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 


