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Abstract  

In this paper, the author will examine one of the songs with the most phenomenal theme of 

humanity, entitled We Are the World. In the making, this song was created as a charity song initiated by 

the USA for Africa which aims to raise funds for the prevention of hunger in the African region, precisely 

in Ethiopia. This is because Ethiopia is experiencing political instability and drought from 1984-1985. In 

this study, the author uses Ferdinand de Saussure's semiotic analysis to see the message of meaning 

contained in each of the lyrics. For the research methodology, the author uses a qualitative method to 

review this paper. Then the author also uses the concept of humanity as the basis of the research 

argument, the concept of love by Mahatma Gandhi and M. Said Ramadhan Al Buthi in their interpretation 

of Ali Imron verse 14 and uses propaganda theory to see the role of this song implies the value of 

humanity. Sources of data were obtained through literature review from Scopus and Google Scholar 

journal documents with the NVivo 12 Plus application as a lyric analysis tool. The findings resulting from 

this study are that with the song, moral and humanitarian messages can be conveyed well to the public by 

upholding universal ethical values towards humanity. It is proven that the song We Are the World always 

gets more enthusiasm in the community by always being commemorated on the date of its creation, and 

from the recording royalties it is allocated for charity activities. It is believed by the author as a parameter 

for the success of the song We Are the World to get more sympathy and become a symbolic song for 

human things. 

Keywords: Humanity; Music; Propaganda; Semiotics; The USA for Africa; We Are the World 

 
Introduction 

This study will discuss the song We Are the World as propaganda for humanitarian diplomacy. 

Quoting from the USA for Africa website, this charity was founded in 1985, USA itself stands for United 

Support of Artists for Africa which later became famous for its recording in 1985 "We Are the World" 

and the event "Hands Across America" in 1986. On its website, it says 35 years means around 2020, the 

USA for Africa has raised more than $100,000,000 to help alleviate the suffering of poverty in Africa and 

the United States (Thomas, 2016). Quoting from the same website the USA for Africa, We Are the World 

raised $75 million for hunger relief and relief and development programs in Africa. More than 500 

African organizations in 21 African countries have received funding from the We Are the World project. 

http://ijmmu.com/
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The existence of this charity has a noble vision in terms of humanity which is still in line with the 

vision at the beginning of its activities in 1988. The vision that continues to be echoed includes the issue 

of hunger, the challenge of climate change, and all kinds of conflicts that are raging around the world. 

This was done considering the need for people to give their care still exists, while the demands of the 

times are getting more complex. To implement the vision of this charity, of course, assisted by visionaries 

such as public figures and volunteers. Like the musicians who participate in promoting this noble activity. 

About thirty years ago, following in the footsteps of Harry Belafonte, artists from the music industry 

came together to use their voices to make a breakthrough. Then the real action was led by Producer 

Quincy Jones by cooperating with the World Pop King Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie. Not only 

them but also over 40 other artists started big things that aim to inspire people around the world to use 

their collective power to make the world a better place (songfacts.com 2022). 

According to Urbain, music is an art that is formed from the harmonization of accumulated 

sounds and rhythms that are in harmony. In its meaning, music can be understood as a collection of 

sounds with tones arranged according to the composition which then gives birth to a melodious and 

beautiful hum to the ear (Urbain, 2016). In another sense, music is also called a branch of art that emerges 

through human instincts, thoughts, and feelings that give birth to harmony as self-expression (Gelboa, 

Yehuda, & Amir, 2009). In his writings, Haishang Wu said that regarding music and humanity, we will 

be faced with Confucius's statement which states that the quality of a government can be judged by the 

quality of its music. That is, all sound modulation originates from the human mind. When feelings are 

stirred up in man himself, they are manifested in sounds; and when those sounds are combined to form a 

composition, they accumulate with what is called air. Therefore, the meaning of Confucius is an image, 

the atmosphere of an age of good order will show calm and enjoyment. On the other hand, the chaotic 

atmosphere of the times shows discontent and anger, and the government is very bad. The atmosphere of 

a country that is about to be destroyed is an expression of sadness and (problematic) thoughts(Wu 2019). 

According to Brindley quoting the words of an ancient Greek philosopher, Plato said that “Music is a 

moral law. It gives soul to the universe, wings to raise the minds of the young population”(Brindley 

2012). In more modern terms, music does not stop at rhythm, melody, and lyrics, but is a universal 

language of communication. 

The song We Are the World has a deep meaning for humanity, so this song also has a strong 

influence on humanitarian issues. Of course, each lyric of this song also has a deep meaning as well. So 

we can see that when many musicians join the celebration by singing this song to raise funds. Until now 

"We Are the World" is still able to motivate millions of people to become activists in their way. This is 

shown by a simple thing, namely by doing according to their strength and courage to express themselves. 

It does not stop at the individual but also at the collective realm capable of bringing about change. Until 

then "We Are the World" became a movement until now and is always commemorated by people who 

care about humanity, welfare, and peace. 

Many writings have discussed the role of music in peacebuilding, the role of music as 

peacekeepers, and so on. The purpose of this study is to show differences in the deepest scope of music 

itself, namely to see the moral message in a song lyric by analyzing it through Ferdinand de Saussure's 

semiotic approach. Thus, it is believed that it will help to see the perspective of the song "We Are the 

World" which contains a deep meaning and is full of broader meanings of life. What are the implications 

of the message of the song We Are the World being able to be conveyed so that it can become a 

propaganda medium for humanitarian diplomacy? 

 

Literature Review 

First, a journal entitled, “Music in peacebuilding: a critical literature review” written by Elaine 

Sandoval (Sandoval 2016). Second, the journal entitled. “Music’s role in peacebuilding,” written by 

Haishang Wu (Wu 2019). Third, a journal entitled, Music, Violence, and Peace-Building,” written by 



International Journal of Multicultural and Multireligious Understanding (IJMMU) Vol. 9, No. 9, September 2022 

 

Music as Propaganda for Humanitarian Diplomacy: Semiotic Analysis of Ferdinand de Saussure in the Song We Are the World 146 

 

Helen Hintjens and Rafiki Ubaldo (Hintjens and Ubaldo 2019). Fourth, a journal entitled, “Music in War, 

Music for Peace: A Review Article,” written by John Morgan O'Connell (O’Connell 2011). Fifth, a 

journal entitled, “Challenges and perspectives of Peace Education in schools: The role of music,” written 

by Alberto Cabedo-Mas (Cabedo-Mas 2015). Sixth, a journal entitled “Creating A Musical Dialogue for 

Peace,” written by Lesley Pruitt (L. Pruitt 2011). Seventh, the journal entitled, “Promoting peace and 

culture in Nigerian higher institutions through the use of music education,” was written by L.U. 

Ekwueme, A. F. Odunuga and D. O. A. Ogunrinade (Ekwueme, Odunuga, and Ogunrinade 2013). Eighth, 

the journal "Peace and Equality Themes in Popular Music" was written by Ronald. A. Hardert and Linda 

B. Hardert (Hardert and Hardert 2003). Ninth, the journal entitled, “Education, Human Rights, and Peace 

- Contributions to the Progress of Humanity,” written by Zafra Margolin Lerman (Lerman 2019). Tenth, 

journal entitled, “Music, youth, and peacebuilding in Northern Ireland,” written by Lessley J. Pruitt (L. J. 

Pruitt 2011). 

From the various articles that have been collected, the author uses the Word Cloud feature of the 

NVivo 12 Plus application to analyze previous research and get two main keywords, namely "Music" and 

"Peace." This indicates that previous research is too dominant in terms of music and peace. That way, the 

two keywords that have been obtained help the author to direct this paper to music as a propaganda 

medium for humanitarian diplomacy. The song We Are the World is the research subject and USA for 

Africa is a non-political actor propagandist as the novelty of this research. 

 

Figure 1: Word Cloud from NVivo 12 Plus, Keywords: Music, Peace, and Humanity 

The second Word Cloud was taken from 64 journal documents from Scopus with the keywords 

Michael, Jackson, and Music. After being processed using the Word Frequency Tools in the NVivo 12 

Plus application, several words that often appear, namely; New: 813 (1.29%), Music: 725 (1.15%), York: 

643 (1.02%), Press: 558 (0.89%), University: 466 (0.74%), Jackson: 401 (0.64%), and so on until 

Michael: 290 (0.46%). That way, of the 64 articles found, none of them discussed Michael Jackson's song 

that led to the idea of a humanitarian mission, especially leading to specific things such as the song We 

Are the World, none of which was found in previous research. 

 

Figure 2: Word Cloud from NVivo 12 Plus, Keywords: Michael, Jackson, Music 

To see about the scope of the discussion, here is a bibliometric preparation from the VOS Viewer 

application. 
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Figure 3 Overlay Visualization Display from VOS Viewer Application 

If it is presented in an image through the Overlay Visualization feature in the VOS Viewer 

application, it will appear that the core scope of research is Michael Jackson, and those that follow such as 

popular music, music, performance, and videos, articles, music videos are a continuous scope. So from 64 

journal documents from Scopus with the keywords Michael, Jackson, and Music, it does not show any 

indicators that lead to the scope of humanity and We Are the World as the parameters of previous 

research. 

 

Methodology 

The research method used by the researcher uses qualitative and quantitative methods through a 

semiotic analysis approach. According to Mukhtar, the descriptive qualitative research method is a 

method used by researchers to find knowledge or theory of research at a certain time (Mukhtar 2013). As 

reference sources in terms of qualitative researchers collect data as reference writing through books, e-

books, journals, and news sources via the internet. While in quantitative terms, the researcher uses an 

algorithm through the NVivo 12 Plus application to determine the number of words that often appear in 

the lyrics of the song. 

In this research method, the researcher uses Ferdinand de Saussure's semiotic analysis method as 

his approach. With the theory put forward by Ferdinand De Saussure through signs, researchers can find 

out the meaning and purpose of what is conveyed by the message from the image or sound of the song 

We Are The World (William and Winduwati 2021). Researchers look for elements of humanitarian 

messages as propaganda media contained in the song We Are the World using Ferdinand De Saussure's 

semiotic theory approach. The subject of this research is the song We Are the World by Michael Jackson 

and Lionel Richie. Meanwhile, the object of this research is the representation of the message of humanity 

contained in the song We Are the World as humanitarian propaganda in every disaster event under the 

auspices of the USA for Africa. 

Humanity and Love 

Humanity is a universal attitude that must be possessed by every human being in the world who 

can protect and treat humans following human, human nature. According to Teitel, the meaning of 



International Journal of Multicultural and Multireligious Understanding (IJMMU) Vol. 9, No. 9, September 2022 

 

Music as Propaganda for Humanitarian Diplomacy: Semiotic Analysis of Ferdinand de Saussure in the Song We Are the World 148 

 

humanity derives in part from the laws of nature and a shared moral commitment, as an alternative to the 

notion of humanity as a collective, and from the dimensions of human behavior (Teitel 2004). If you 

mention humanity and the song We Are the World, it will end in a term that is universally agreed upon as 

an expression of feeling as well as action, namely love. Quoting Mahatma Gandhi, he emphasized the 

importance of love in a life, which then in Hinduism terms there is the term Ahimsa which means non-

violence. Quoting from Oktaviani and Sukmantara, Ahimsa has the meaning of absolute rejection or 

avoidance of all desires, wishes, and actions, which lead to forms of attack or injury. Until then, with love 

in humanity, there will be various actions that are harmonious through actions, hearts, and minds 

spontaneously (Oktaviani and Sukmantara 2019). 

If in Islam we know Jalaluddin Rumi through his poetry about love, which reads: 

“Truly love can turn the bitter into sweet, the dust turns to gold, the murky becomes clear, the pain 

becomes healed, prison turns into a lake, pain into pleasure, and anger into pleasure. Only love 

can soften iron, crush rocks, resurrect a dead heart and breathe life into it, and turn slaves into 

leaders..” (Ni’am 2001). 

When love comes to dwell in me, many forms become one. In one grain of wheat stored 

thousands of bunches. In the eye of the needle, the night stars shine (Khaliq 2018). 

نَ الذَّهَبِّ وَالۡ  يۡرِّ الۡمُقنَۡطَرَةِّ مِّ نَ الن ِّسَاءِّٓ وَالۡبـَنِّيۡنَ وَالۡقنَاَطِّ مَةِّ وَالۡۡنَۡعاَمِّ وَالۡحَـرۡثِّ زُي ِّنَ لِّلنَّاسِّ حُبُّ الشَّهَوٰتِّ مِّ ةِّ وَالۡخَـيۡلِّ الۡمُسَوَّ  ذٰ لِّكَ مَتاَعُ ؕ فِّضَّ

نۡدهَٗ حُسۡنُ الۡمَاٰبِّ  ۚ الۡحَيٰوةِّ الدُّنۡياَ ُ عِّ   وَاللّٰه

Meaning: It is made to feel beautiful in the eyes of humans, love for what they want, in the form 

of women, children, wealth piled up in the form of gold and silver, selected horses, livestock, and fields. 

That is the pleasure of living in this world, and with Allah is a good place to return (QS Ali ‘Imran: 14). 

Referring to the verse above, Sheikh Al Buthi interprets that one's love for others is also a form of 

love for Allah. He has said before that whoever loves Allah sincerely, Allah will surely love him because 

humans are creatures who get special honors from Allah which the angels are commanded to prostrate 

(honor) to Allah. Even though after that, they split up into various schools of thought and thought, some 

of which are in line with any of the same beliefs with you, among them some have different beliefs. 

Sheikh Al Buthi emphasized that brotherhood between human beings will always last and no one will 

deny it, either because of one belief or different beliefs. Therefore, humans as social beings who cannot 

live alone must help each other, and work together to do good to others (Buthi 2013). 

Propaganda 

According to Severin and Tankard, propaganda is a term for political studies in the dynamics of 

international relations. While the purpose of propaganda itself is an information activity about right or 

wrong understandings or opinions, which are developed to convince others to adopt attitudes or schools 

that lead in a certain direction (Severin and Tankard, Jr 2005). The perpetrators of propaganda activities 

themselves are called propagandists, who are then viewed from the type of propaganda that is divided into 

two, namely open and covert (KBBI 2019). 

With the development of the times, propaganda has become a helper for public relations activities 

and even diplomacy activities. In the end, propaganda will feel effective if it is implemented properly 

(Roy 1991). According to Nicholson quoted by Roy, Lord Canning was the first to recognize the 

effectiveness of mobilizing public opinion in other countries in 1826 (Roy 1991). This is in line with 

Kushner's opinion about propaganda which can be interpreted as a collection of techniques to influence 

mass opinion, and therefore propaganda can influence Social Psychology in a global population (Kushner 

2006). 
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Finding and Discussion 

Historical Background of Song 

According to Bahurekso in his article, regarding the history of this song created in March 1985, 

Lionel Richie, Michael Jackson, Michael Omartian, Cyndi Lauder, Kenny Rogers, Diana Ross, and more 

than 40 artists involved in composing this song, including Lionel Richie, Stevie Wonder, Paul Simon, 

Kenny Rogers, James Ingram, Billy Joel, Tina Turner, Michael Jackson, Diana Ross, Dionne Warwick, 

Willie Nelson, Al Jarreau, Bruce Springsteen, Kenny Loggins, Steve Perry, Daryl Hall, Huey Lewis, 

Cyndi Lauper, Kim Carnes, Bob Dylan, Ray Charles, Harry Belafonte, Bette Midler, Smokey Robinson, 

The Pointer Sisters, LaToya Jackson, Bob Geldof, Sheila E, and Waylon Jennings recorded a song “We 

Are The World.” (Bahurekso 2016) According to Purbo in his article, the song We are the World has 

become the most memorable humanist song with the theme of social action of all time (Probo 2015). 

The song was then marketed to raise funds for famine victims in Africa. At that time the song 

gained 63 million US dollars for the relief of the famine. Speaking to People, Lionel Richie said the lyrics 

that come to mind right now are "There's a choice we're making, we're saving our own lives." Richie 

revealed that the lyrics came when he and Michael chatted. He thinks they can say 'I saved my soul' or 

'we saved ours', he said. According to Richie "We Are the World" is a statement they want to convey. It 

means what we have to do to save ourselves," Richie said. "But the message of the song is very clear," 

said the singer of the song "Hello." Richie admitted that he wanted to write another song in the early days 

of the Covid-19 outbreak. According to Richie, whenever he tries to write another message, he always 

writes the lyrics." Like most citizens of the US and the world, also stay at home with loved ones 

(Kistyarini 2020). 

Semiotics Ferdinand de Saussure 

With a background in linguistics and language studies, Saussure places language as the basis of 

the sign system in his semiological theory. Language is seen by Saussure as a sign system that can convey 

and express ideas better than other systems. Quoting from Sartini, language is a system or structure that is 

ordered in a certain way and can be meaningless if it is separated from the related structures. Saussure 

explained that the study of linguistics is still too general to discuss the sign system, therefore it is 

necessary to make a more specific study which he calls semiology (Sartini 2007). Because it departs from 

this linguistic basis, the study of semiotics from Saussure is also known in the world of science as 

linguistic semiotics. One of the published works is a book entitled Course in General linguistics. Then the 

work became a very influential work in the field of linguistics or linguistics. And that work is called the 

term "structuralism” (Hidayat 1996). 

Semiology according to Saussure is the study of signs in human social life, including what these 

signs are and what laws regulate the formation of signs. This shows that the sign and the meaning behind 

the sign are formed in social life and are influenced by the system (or law) that applies to it. Quoting from 

Patriansyah, there are several things in the system that affect the formation and preservation of signs in 

society, and Saussure places more emphasis on the role of language than other aspects such as the writing 

system, religion, and manners, customs, and so on (Patriansyah 2014). 

According to Saussure, quoted by Sobur in his book Semiotics of Communication, he said that 

Semiotics or semiology is a science that studies the life of signs in society (Sobur 2003). Quoting from 

Taufiq, in the study of semiology, Saussure emphasized that the sign system has three aspects, namely 

itself, first (sing), or good material aspects. (signs, sounds, shapes, images, and motions). Both aspects of 

the marker (signifier). And the third aspect of the signified (Taufiq 2008). So the relationship between the 

sign and the signifier is arbitrary (free). Quoting from Hidayat, a sign certainly has certain values (value), 

while according to Saussure, the signs are related to other sign systems (syntagma) which will make a 

difference (Hidayat 1996). 
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Saussure himself mentions three words in French that mean 'language', namely parole, language, 

and langue. Parole is a language expression that arises from the mind of each individual and cannot be 

called a social fact because it tends to be subjective. Language is a combination of parole and language 

rules, which are used by the whole community as a combination of expressions so that it cannot be called 

a social fact. While langue is a language rule used and applied by certain community groups that allow 

various elements in it to understand it so that it can be said to be an existing reality (Sitompul, Patriansah, 

and Pangestu 2021). 

In his writings, Saussure wrote, "the linguistics sign unites not a thing and a name, but a concept 

and a sound image a sign." The combination of the concept and sound image is a sign. So de Saussure 

divides signs into two, namely components, signifiers (or sound images) and signifieds (or concepts) and 

he says that the relationship between the two is arbitrary with them, the way they function, the 

relationship with other signs, their delivery, and reception by those who use them (Habibi 2019). 

According to Preminger as quoted by Nugraha, this science assumes that social phenomena or society and 

its culture are signs. Semiotics studies the systems, rules, and conventions that allow these signs to have 

meaning. The purpose of semiotic analysis seeks to find the meaning of signs, including things that are 

hidden behind a sign (text, advertisements, news). Because the sign system is very contextual and 

depends on the use of the sign. The thinking of sign users is the result of the influence of various social 

constructions in which the sign user is located (Nugraha 2016). Thus, Saussure's semiotics will see a sign 

from the lyrics of the phenomenal song We Are the World by Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie. 

Music for Humanity 

A journal entitled, “Music in peacebuilding: a critical literature review” written by Elaine 

Sandoval, discusses the idea of musical exceptionalism as something good or neutral. In this regard, 

Sandoval highlights the specific problems and questions that arise from considering the findings about the 

role of music in peace. The purpose of this section is to help put music and peacebuilding to good use 

(Sandoval 2016). In the journal entitled. "Music's role in peacebuilding," which was written by Haishang 

Wu, the music contains a huge potential contribution to peacebuilding, such as eliminating direct and 

indirect violence, igniting hope and will to live, and helping to peacefully integrate among people (Wu 

2019). 

In a journal entitled, Music, Violence, and Peace-Building,” written by Helen Hintjens and Rafiki 

Ubaldo. They think that music is not created innocently, music has a special content according to what is 

being conveyed. According to him, there is an ambivalence about the connection of music with violent 

and peaceful forms of social action (Hintjens and Ubaldo 2019). In the journal "Creating A Musical 

Dialogue for Peace," written by Lesley Pruitt. In his study, Pruitt suggested that music could be a useful 

tool for young people to participate in a peaceful dialogue. However, many of these young people, who 

are interested in the musical side, are inspired to continue working on peace-building in some way. The 

barriers and boundaries are clear, but the data obtained by Pruitt shows that music can be used to engage 

young people in peaceful dialogue (L. Pruitt 2011). 

In a journal entitled, "Promoting peace and culture in Nigerian higher institutions through the use 

of music education." Written by L.U. Ekwueme, A. F. Odunuga and D. O. A. Ogunrinade. This paper 

examines the concept of a culture of peace and music education. It also highlights the role that music 

education can play in promoting a culture of peace in higher education institutions in Nigeria. The paper 

also exposes students to the benefits of acquiring skills and other values inherent in learning music that 

can equip them for future goals. This work will be useful for music educators in reminding them of the 

importance and importance of their work for humanity (Ekwueme, Odunuga, and Ogunrinade 2013). 

Mean Behind Lyrics 

In his findings in the NVivo 12 Plus application, the author found 6 dominant words that often 

appear in the song We Are the World. The six words are, “day, make, world, children, giving, and start.” 
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In the Tree Map image displayed, the word appears and is listed in the largest box which indicates that the 

word is very dominant in the lyrics of the song We Are the World. Of course, Michael Jackson and Lionel 

Richie have their views regarding the choice of words to then be compiled into a song lyric which later 

became phenomenal because of its high philosophical value. 

Below is a treemap image of the lyrics of the song We Are the World from the Word Frequency 

feature in the NVivo 12 Plus application. 

 

Figure 4: Tree Maps from the Lyric of Song We Are The World 

Thus, the author decided to take a sample of the 15 words that had been read earlier and then 

processed them into a chart to make it easier for readers to see how many words often appear through 

graphic images. Below is a graphic image of the words that often appear in the song We Are the World. 

 

Figure 5: Chart of Word Frequency Query Results of We Are The World Lyrics 

We can see that the word "day" appears 23 times with a percentage of 10%, the word "make" 

appears 22 times with 9%, the word "world" 21 times with 9%, and the word "children" 18 times with 

8%, the word "giving" 17 times with 7%, the word “start” 17 times with 7%, the word “lives” 12 times 
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with 5%, the word “brighter” 11 times with 5%, the word “choice” 11 times with 5% and so on. To 

make it easier for readers, here we show the words that often appear in the lyrics of the song We Are the 

World in column form. 

Word Length Count 
Weighted 

Percentage (%) 

day 3 23 10% 

make 4 22 9% 

world 5 21 9% 

children 8 18 8% 

giving 6 17 7% 

start 5 17 7% 

lives 5 12 5% 

brighter 8 11 5% 

choice 6 11 5% 

making 6 11 5% 

saving 6 11 5% 

better 6 10 4% 

well 4 4 2% 

god 3 3 1% 

Figure 6: We are the world lyrics, based on NVivo 12 Plus analysis 

From a different perspective, the lyrics of the song We Are the World are read in the Word 

Frequency feature, slightly narrowed to the 3 dominant words that often appear. The three words, namely 

day, make, and children, are depicted in purple as a marker. With a dominant percentage, the word "day" 

appears 23 times with a percentage of 10%, then the word "make" appears 22 times with a percentage of 

9%, then the word "world" appears 21 times with a percentage of 9%. Of course, this also has its meaning 

regarding the philosophical orientation of Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie in writing the lyrics to the 

song We Are the World. 

The following is a processed Word Cloud display from the NVivo 12 Plus application using the 

Word Frequency feature from the lyrics of the song We Are the World. 

 

Figure 7: Word Cloud from The Lyric of Song We Are The World 

To examine the meaning of the song We Are the World through a semiotic analysis study, the 

author groups it into two stages with the six most dominant words that often appear, namely "day, make, 

world, children, giving, and start," as a description of the wishes of Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie in 

conveying the message contained in the song We Are The World. Then proceed with the next eight 

words, namely "lives, brighter, choice, making, saving, better, well, and god," as a supporting element of 

the wishes of the two musicians in constructing the message of humanity contained in the song. 
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The first stage is the words, "day, make, world, children, giving, and start." These six words are 

the most frequently appearing in the lyrics of the song We Are the World with an average of 15-23 times 

appearing with a probability of 7% - 10% of the total. It is possible to interpret the desire of Michael 

Jackson and Lionel Richie to make the world always filled with accumulated goodness through love and 

sharing happiness and caring for each other without exception. In the opinion of LaVelle Smith Jr. in his 

documentary “The Man Behind the Dance” in revealing that the making of Neverland is a form of 

appreciation for himself by building a personal paradise. (Kiwi 2012) As we all know Michael Jackson 

has always been synonymous with children, it was proven to be related to his concern for building a 

special playground called Neverland. Quoting from The Richest, Neverland was the home and private 

amusement park of the iconic American player Michael Jackson where he lived from 1988 to 2005 

(Natividad 2022). 

For the second stage, namely the words, "lives, brighter, choice, making, saving, better, well, and 

god." These eight words are a supporter of the six dominant words that have been discussed previously 

with an average of 3-12 times appearing with a probability of 1% - 5% of the total. From the previous 

word talking about the interpretation of affection, in the next word stage, we can see how visionary 

Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie are to make their work monumental. They view that the spirit of love 

and affection must be consistent and hegemon over time. When love and affection are imprinted, it will 

give the spirit of people across nations to see the future brightly and be surrounded by a sense of security 

to achieve a better standard of living. Because in the creation of the song We Are the World, at that time 

Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie were moved and learned that many people's lives in Africa were being 

threatened because of hunger. With their attributes as singers, they are moved to hold charity concerts 

based on love and compassion for the benefit of humanity (Laksmiwati 2022). 

How to Implicate It? 

The single was intended as a charity single to raise funds for famine relief efforts in Ethiopia, 

which had suffered from political instability and the 1984-1985 drought. Even the song, "We Are The 

World" was performed as the ending theme at Michael Jackson's funeral, at the Staples Center, Los 

Angeles, on July 7, 2009 (Kumairoh 2020). When released as a single, "We Are the World" rose rapidly 

in the United States charts as, "one of the fastest-selling singles in the history of the modern pop era," 

peaking at number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100 on April 17, 1985, and staying at number 1 on the 

Billboard Hot 100. for 4 consecutive weeks. The initial inventory of 800,000 copies was immediately sold 

out, and soon total sales reached 1.5 million copies. "We Are the World" also reached number one on the 

UK charts and topped charts in most of the world. In the United Kingdom, the single was the number 33 

best-selling single in 1985 (songfacts.com, 2022). 

Among the musicians who wish to remember Michael Jackson is American rapper Queen Latifah 

who spoke about Michael Jackson's power to unite people and make them believe in themselves. Latifah 

revealed that “Michael was the biggest star on earth. He let me know that as an African-American you 

could travel the world ... there was a world outside America. Other people, all you people who came here 

to pay respect to someone you felt was one of you, a human being first." Besides Queen Latifah Gordy 

also Praising Jackson's extraordinary vocal talent, he expressed his opinion on how Michael made history 

when he took to the stage at Motown's 25th-anniversary event in 1983 and set the world on fire with his 

iconic moonwalk opening. "Michael Jackson went into orbit and never came down," Gordy said. 

According to him, Jackson was not only a King of Pop but also “the greatest entertainer that ever lived.” 

There was a public reaction to the single We Are the World, where the artist's income was then used to 

help famine victims in Africa, it was quite emotional considering it was the highest humanitarian act 

when helping hunger victims. When viewed in terms of numbers, this song became one of the fastest-

selling singles in the modern pop era. The initial shipment of 800,000 records sold out within three days 

of being released on March 7, subsequent orders have lifted sales to around 1.5 million (Kaufman 2009). 
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Many people at that time stated that they were so fascinated by the spirit of humanity and concern 

that in the end, the enthusiasm of the song brought tears to their eyes when they heard it for the first time. 

The biggest impact of "We Are the World" seems to be the video, which allows us to see singers taking 

turns at the microphone without showing any ego to show off their vocal skills (Hilburn 1985). The USA 

for Africa organization is run by Ken Kragen, who helped put the project together. As an artist manager, 

Kragen handled a lot of logistics, which made him a good fit for the position. It took a while to get 

royalties from "We Are the World." They focus on providing food and supplies to organizations that have 

demonstrated a commitment to these goals and have demonstrated that they can use donations effectively. 

Instead, Bob Geldof's distribution of Live Aid came under his watch. Keep in mind, the USA for Africa 

didn't end with "We Are the World," Kragen defended it and in 1986 organized Hands Across America, 

which asked people to join hands, forming county-wide human chains to help America's homeless. The 

event was promoted during that year's Super Bowl in a commercial featuring Bill Cosby and Lily Tomlin, 

who revealed that "Last year we were all moved by 'We Are the World,' and together we raised millions 

for African hunger relief. But now we will gather for America" (songfacts.com 2022). 

Hands Across America has its theme song but is written by a jingle writer and sung by studio 

singers. When the event officially started, the participants sang "We Are the World", followed by 

"America The Beautiful" and ended with the song "Hands Across America." The USA for Africa 

organization continues to operate, mostly funded by royalties from "We Are the World." As the 

implication of this song is seen on January 12, 2010, Haiti was hit by an earthquake, which devastated the 

country and resulted in a death toll of around 200,000. A new version of the song was recorded on 

February 1, 2010, to raise funds for the Haitians affected by the disaster (songfacts.com 2022). 

The moral of the song We are the world is that everyone is expected to work together to make 

this world a better place. As long as everyone can make a contribution and help each other, the world will 

be a better place to live. It was then in line with the concept of love and humanity of Sheikh Al Buthi and 

Mahatma Gandhi. Sheikh Al Buthi interprets the contents of the Qur'an Surah Ali Imran verse 14 with the 

interpretation of love and affection. The meaning of the verse in question is as follows, "Make it beautiful 

in the eyes of humans to love what they want, in the form of women, children, wealth piled up in the form 

of gold and silver, horses of choice, livestock and fields. That is the pleasure of living in this world, and 

with Allah is a good place to return." (Surat Ali 'Imran: 14) Through this verse, Sheikh Al Buthi 

emphasizes that brotherhood between human beings will always last and no one will deny it, either 

because of one belief or different beliefs. Therefore, humans as social beings who cannot live alone must 

help each other, and work together to do good to others (Buthi 2013). 

In fact, with love, everything becomes harmonious and universal, it was proven when Mahatma 

Gandhi saw that love was so important in life that later the term Ahimsa appeared in Hinduism's view 

which means non-violence. Quoting from Oktaviani and Sukmantara, Ahimsa has the meaning of 

absolute rejection or avoidance of all desires, wishes, and actions, which lead to forms of attack or injury. 

Until then, with the existence of love in humanity, there will be various actions that are harmonious 

through actions, hearts, and minds spontaneously (Oktaviani and Sukmantara 2019). 

 

Conclusion 

Music has the power in gathering people's strength and empathy, so the message conveyed by the 

author will have a major impact on the usefulness of the music he creates. The power of music lies in the 

dominant message of love and affection. But make no mistake, that message will be present when music 

brings spiritual nuances by inserting divine messages. Although the creators of We Are the World have 

different beliefs, with Michael Jackson being Muslim and Lionel Richie being Christian, the message of 

humanity is still consistent in the song We Are the World. That's why we believe that propaganda through 

music can bring together charitable organizations such as the USA for Africa to fight in the name of peace 

and humanity. Because the ultimate goal of the message in the song We Are the World will lead to the 
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concept of love and affection in the style of Sheikh Ramadhan Al Buthi and Jalaluddin Rumi with 

Rahmatan Lil 'Alamin. Then it is also in harmony with Mahatma Gandhi's concept of love and 

compassion with Ahimsa which means non-violence. 

 

Reference 

Bahurekso, Putu Radar. 2016. “Pada Hari Ini: Lagu We Are The World Direkam.” Medcom.Id. 2016. 

https://www.medcom.id/hiburan/musik/yNLEJmPb-pada-hari-ini-lagu-we-are-the-world-direkam. 

Brindley, Erica Fox. 2012. Music, Cosmology, and the Politics of Harmony in Early China. Journal of 

Chinese Philosophy. Albany: Franklin Perkins. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1111/1540-

6253.12156. 

Buthi, M. Said Ramadhan Al. 2013. Kitab Cinta Menyelami Menyelami Bahasa Kasih Sang Pencipta. 

Jakarta Selatan: Mizan Publika. 

Cabedo-Mas, Alberto. 2015. “Challenges and Perspectives of Peace Education in Schools: The Role of 

Music.” Australian Journal of Music Education, no. 1: 76–86. 

Ekwueme, L. U., A. F. Odunuga, and D. O. A. Ogunrinade. 2013. “Promoting Peace and Culture in 

Nigerian Higher Institutions through the Use of Music Education.” Educational Research and 

Reviews 8 (12): 800–805. https://doi.org/DOI: 10.5897/ERR012.244. 

Habibi, M. Dani. 2019. “Interpretasi Semiotika Ferdinand De Saussure Dalam Hadis Liwa Dan Rayah.” 

MASHDAR: Jurnal Studi Al Qur’an Dan Hadis 1 (2): 115–24. 

Hardert, Ronald A., and Linda B. Hardert. 2003. “Peace and Equality Themes in Popular Music.” 

International Journal of Humanities and Peace 19 (1): 61–63. 

https://www.proquest.com/docview/207673698?fromopenview=true&pq-origsite=gscholar. 

Hidayat, Rahayu S. 1996. Ferdinand de Saussure “Cours de Linguistique General.” Yogyakarta: Gajah 

Mada Press. 

Hilburn, Robert. 1985. “Behind the Scene of a Pop Miracle.” Los Angeles Times. 1985. 

https://www.latimes.com/la-archive-we-are-the-world-mar24-story.html. 

Hintjens, Helen, and Rafiki Ubaldo. 2019. “Music, Violence, and Peace-Building.” Peace Review: A 

Journal of Social Justice 31: 279–88. https://doi.org/DOI: 10.1080/10402659.2020.1735163. 

Kaufman, Gil. 2009. “Michael Jackson Memorial Features Stirring Tributes From Usher, Mariah Carey, 

More John Mayer, Jennifer Hudson, Brooke Shields, Brother Jermaine, Others Also Pay Tribute To 

The King Of Pop.” Www.Mtv.Com. 2009. http://www.mtv.com/news/1615438/michael-jackson-

memorial-features-stirring-tributes-from-usher-mariah-carey-more/. 

KBBI. 2019. “Propaganda.” Kamus Besar Bahasa Indonesia (KBBI). 2019. 

https://kbbi.web.id/propaganda. 

Khaliq, Abd. 2018. Passage Into Silence (Lorong Sunyi). Edited by Ambhita Dhyaningrum. Yogyakarta: 

Forum. 

Kistyarini. 2020. “Lionel Richie: Saatnya Membawa Kembali ‘We Are The World’ Untuk Korban Virus 

Corona.” Kompas.Com. 2020. https://www.kompas.com/hype/read/2020/03/23/112648766/lionel-

richie-saatnya-membawa-kembali-we-are-the-world-untuk-korban-virus?page=all. 

Kiwi. 2012. “Neverland.” Www.Truemichaeljackson.Com. 2012. 

https://www.truemichaeljackson.com/neverland/. 



International Journal of Multicultural and Multireligious Understanding (IJMMU) Vol. 9, No. 9, September 2022 

 

Music as Propaganda for Humanitarian Diplomacy: Semiotic Analysis of Ferdinand de Saussure in the Song We Are the World 156 

 

Kumairoh. 2020. “Lirik Lagu ‘We Are The World’ Yang Dipopulerkan Michael Jackson.” Sonora.Id. 

2020. https://www.sonora.id/read/422074626/lirik-lagu-we-are-the-world-yang-dipopulerkan-

michael-jackson. 

Kushner, Barak. 2006. The Thought War, Japanese Imperial War. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press. 

Laksmiwati, Rina. 2022. “Makna Lagu We Are The World.” Tempatbalas.Com. 2022. 

https://tempatbalas.com/makna-lagu-we-are-the-world/. 

Lerman, Z M. 2019. “Education, Human Rights, and Peace - Contributions to the Progress of Humanity.” 

Pure and Applied Chemistry 91 (2): 351–60. https://doi.org/10.1515/pac-2018-0712. 

Mukhtar. 2013. Metode Penelitian Deskriptif Kualitatif. Jakarta: GP Press Group. 

Natividad, Angela. 2022. “Inside Neverland Ranch: Michael Jackson’s Private Amusement Park.” The 

Richest. 2022. https://www.therichest.com/luxury-architecture/inside-neverland-ranch-michael-

jacksons-private-amusement-park/. 

Ni’am, Syamsun. 2001. Cinta Ilahi Perspektif Rabiah Al-Adawiyah Dan Jalaluddin Rumi. Surabaya: 

Risalah Gusti. 

Nugraha, Rahmadya Putra. 2016. “Konstruksi Nilai-Nilai Nasionalisme Dalam Lirik Lagu (Analisis 

Semiotika Ferdinand De Saussure Pada Lirik Lagu ‘Bendera’).” Jurnal Ilmu Ekonomi Dan Sosial 5 

(3): 290–303. https://www.neliti.com/publications/237541/konstruksi-nilai-nilai-nasionalisme-dalam-

lirik-lagu-analisis-semiotika-ferdinan. 

O’Connell, John Morgan. 2011. “Music in War, Music for Peace: A Review Article.” Ethnomusicology 

55 (1): 112–27. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/ethnomusicology.55.1.0112?origin=JSTOR-pdf. 

Oktaviani, Ni Putu Sinta, and Nengah Sukmantara. 2019. “Konsep Cinta Menurut Mahatma Gandhi.” 

Vidya Darsan 1 (1): 41–53. 

http://jurnal.stahnmpukuturan.ac.id/index.php/darsan/article/download/425/345. 

Patriansyah, Mukhsin. 2014. “Patriansyah, M. (2014). Analisis Semiotika Charles Sanders Peirce Karya 

Patung Rajudin Berjudul Manyeso Diri. Ekspresi Seni.” Ekspresi Seni 16 (2): 239. 

https://doi.org/https://dx.doi.org/10.26887/ekse.v16i2.76. 

Probo, Vega. 2015. “3 Dekade Lagu Humanis ‘We Are the World.’” CNN Indonesia. 2015. 

https://www.cnnindonesia.com/hiburan/20150128140000-227-27941/3-dekade-lagu-humanis-we-are-

the-world. 

Pruitt, Lesley J. 2011. “Music, Youth, and Peacebuilding in Northern Ireland.” Global Change, Peace & 

Security: Formerly Pacifica Review: Peace, Security & Global Change 23 (2): 207–22. 

https://doi.org/http://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/14781158.2011.580

961. 

Pruitt, Lessley. 2011. “Creating A Musical Dialogue for Peace.” International Journal of Peace Studies 

16 (1): 81–103. 

Roy, Samendra Lal. 1991. Diplomasi. Jakarta: Rajawali Pers. 

Sandoval, Elaine. 2016. “Music in Peacebuilding: A Critical Literature Review.” Journal of Peace 

Education, 1–18. https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/17400201.2016.1234634. 

Sartini, Ni Wayan. 2007. “Tinjauan Teoritik Tentang Semiotik.” Masyarakat, Kebudayaan Dan Politik, 

1–8.https://bahan-ajar.esaunggul.ac.id/mcj401/wp-content/uploads/sites/1457/2019/12/Semiotika-

Pertemuan-11.pdf. 



International Journal of Multicultural and Multireligious Understanding (IJMMU) Vol. 9, No. 9, September 2022 

 

Music as Propaganda for Humanitarian Diplomacy: Semiotic Analysis of Ferdinand de Saussure in the Song We Are the World 157 

 

Severin, Werner J., and James W. Tankard, Jr. 2005. Teori Komunikasi: Sejarah, Metode, Dan Terapan 

Di Dalam Media Massa. 5th ed. Jakarta: Kencana Prenada Media Group. 

Sitompul, Anni Lamria, Mukhsin Patriansah, and Risvi Pangestu. 2021. “Analisis Poster Video Klip 

Lathi : Kajian Semiotika Ferdinand De Saussure.” Jurnal Seni Desain Dan Budaya 6 (1): 23–29. 

Sobur, Alex. 2003. Semiotika Komunikasi. Bandung: PT. Remaja Rosdakarya. 

songfacts.com. 2022. “We Are The World by USA for Africa.” Www.Songfacts.Com. 2022. 

https://www.songfacts.com/facts/usa-for-africa/we-are-the-world. 

Taufiq, Wildan. 2008. “‘Ideologi Di Balik Simbol_Simbol Surga Dan Kenikmatan Dalam Ayat-Ayat 

Al_Qur’an.’” Surakarta. http://publikasiilmiah.ums.ac.id/handle/11617/181. 

Teitel, Ruti G. 2004. “For Humanity.” Journal of Human Rights 3 (2): 225–37. 

https://doi.org/http://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/1475483042000210

748. 

Thomas, Marcia. 2016. “About Us.” Usaforafrica.Org. 2016. https://usaforafrica.org/about-us/. 

William, and Septia Winduwati. 2021. “Representasi Kekerasan Non-Fisik Pada Film Joker (Analisis 

Semiotika Ferdinand De Saussure).” Koneksi 5 (1): 127–32. 

Wu, H. 2019. “Music’s Role in Peacebuilding.” Journal of Aggression, Conflict, and Peace Research 11 

(2): 138–43. https://doi.org/10.1108/JACPR-08-2018-0372. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyrights 

 

Copyright for this article is retained by the author(s), with first publication rights granted to the journal. 

 

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons 

Attribution license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 


